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BEST PRACTICES  

TO AVOID ESTATE 

PLANNING MISTAKES 

“If you are going to spend time on estate planning, you 
might as well do everything right the first time  

around. This will make life much easier on  
both you and your family later on.” 
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Nobody looks forward to creating an estate plan, but most people realize this is 

something they need to do. If you are going to spend time on estate planning, you 

might as well do everything right the first time around. This will make life much 

easier on both you and your family later on. 

Many people have made many mistakes during the estate planning process. Some 

of the most common include: 

 Overlooking important estate planning documents. 

 Leaving too much gray area. 

 Ignoring estate planning documents that are necessarily while you are 

living. 
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It goes without saying that you want to avoid every potential mistake. In order to 

do so, there are a few things you should consider: 

1. Set goals. What are you trying to accomplish by creating an estate plan? The 

answer to this question will depend on many factors, including but not limited to 

your age, types of assets, and value of assets.  

There are people who keep things basic, as well as those who need to use more 

advanced estate planning strategies to reach their goals. 

Tip: your estate planning goals can and will change over time. For this reason, 

you should review your documents regularly, making sure they do not require 

any changes. 

2. Consult with an experienced estate planning attorney. More and more 

people are looking into the idea of creating essential documents, such as a will, 
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without the help of a legal professional. The internet has made this possible, to a 

certain degree, but there is a problem with this: you could make costly errors 

along the way. 

Not only can an attorney discuss the ins and outs of estate planning, but he or she 

can provide advice and guidance on things you can do to better your situation. 

You are not going to get this service when you attempt to do everything on your 

own. 

3. Regularly examine your situation. Imagine this: you are in your 30’s and 

creating an estate plan for the first time. You have yet to purchase your first home 

or bring any children into 

the world. From an estate 

planning perspective, you 

can probably keep things 

basic. 

Fast forward 10 or 15 years 

and you may now have a 

house, a couple children, 

and quite a bit of money 

saved. Do you think your 

estate planning documents 

should be the same as they were in the past? Of course not. 

You should review your situation once per year, making any necessary changes 

along the way. If you fail to do so, you may be causing problems for you and your 

family down the road. 
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Professional Help is the Way to Go 

When you have an experienced estate planning attorney on your side, you don’t 

have to concern yourself with 

making mistakes. As long as 

you follow their advice and ask 

the right questions, you should 

be able to create all the 

documents you need to feel 

good about your situation. 

Estate planning may not be 

fun, but it is something you 

have to do. One mistake is too 

many. Use the tips above to 

avoid mistakes and to feel more 

confident in the decisions you 

are making. 
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About Krueger & Hernandez SC 

Krueger & Hernandez is a safe haven for you and your legal issues to be solved in an open 
and friendly environment through open communication and the joint efforts of you, the 
attorneys and the entire team.  We are Real Lawyers for Real People.   Whether you have 

been injured by the negligence of another, in the work place or an adverse reaction to a 
vaccine, we will level the playing field of the legal system against big corporations, employers, 
insurance companies and the government to ensure you receive the legal justice you deserve.  

For estate planning, We provide guidance, education and enlightenment to all people of all 
economic levels, ethnic backgrounds and beliefs as to the importance of having an estate plan 

in place.  An estate plan will preserve your legacy of not only your material possessions but 
more importantly your loved ones and their relationship with one another.  Children matter 
most to us in all family law matters.  We will fight to preserve a child’s protection.   In your 

divorce we help you realize that divorce is not an end but a new beginning.   We Listen. We 
Care. We Get Results. 
 

 
 

 

www.kh-law.net 

 

MIDDLETON 

One Financial Place 
8215 Greenway Blvd, 
Ste. 590 
Middleton, WI 53562 

Phone: (608) 824-9540 
Fax: (608) 824-9140 

BARABOO 

Second Street 
Professional Offices 
123 Second Street, P.O. 
Box 41 

Baraboo, WI 53913 
Phone: (608) 356-3961 
Fax: (608) 356-2008 

CHICAGO 

One Magnificent Mile 
980 N. Michigan Ave, 
Ste. 1400 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Phone: (312) 988-4830 

NEW YORK 

590 Madison Avenue 
New York City, NY 
10022 
Phone: (212) 521-4192 

 

 

 

 


